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Request for punitive action against individuals involved in unlawful capture and abuse of a marsh
crocodile, in flagrant violation of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

e I —

From Ishani Rathee <irathee@petaindia org>

Date Mon 12/1/2025 2:42 PM

To dfobth@gmail.com <dfobth@gmail.com>; dlobettiah-bih@gov.in <dfobettiah-bih@gov.in>

Cc  cibettiah-bih@govin <cfbettiah-bih@gov.in=, chwildlifebihar@yahoo co.in <cwildlifebihar@yahoo.coin;
cowhwbihar@rediffmail.com <cowlwbihar@redifimail.com>; apccfowtw-bih@gov in <apeciowlw-bih@gov.ins;
pecfbihar@gmail.com <pecfbihar@gmail com>; pecfhoff-bih@gov.in <pecihoff-bih@gov.in>; mefcc@govin
mefcc@govin>; sp-bettiah-bih@nic.in <sp-bettiah-bih@nicin>; dm-bettiah bih@nicin <dm-
bettiah bih@nicin>; Animal Welfare Board of India <support-awbi@govin>; sk dutta@nic.in
<sk dutta@nic.in>; prachijain.28@govin <prachijain.28@gov.in>

f 2 attachments (9 MB)

Annexure 1l - screenrecording of two videos revealing the crime.mpd; Annexure | - Screenshot of IG accountpng.
Dear Sri Kumar ji,

1 am writing on behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals India (PETA India), the country’s best known
animal rights organization, to bring to your attention and request urgent action in a deeply shocking and
disturbing matter regarding the hunting of a Marsh crocodile (Crocodylus Palustris), a species protected under
Schedule | of the Wildlife {Protection} Act {WPA), 1972, by a group reportedly from Bettiah, West Champaran
district of Bihar, in blatant violation of the Act.

Our office is inundated with emails and calls regarding a disturbing video that has gone viral on sacial media. An
Instagram account aalokkumar4507 (Screenshot attached as Annexure 1), published a video showing a marsh
¢rocodile being captured and tied to 3 motorcycle with a rope. The crocodile was then dragged through a field by
two individuals seen operating the motorcycle, while a crowd cheered and hooted In the background. One of the
accused persons operating the motorcycle is referred to as *Mukhlya” in the video by the person recording it.
Another video published on the account shows a compilation of selfies taken by the accused account owner
the crocodile.

with

For your perusal, the videos are attached to this emall as Annexure II. Additionally, the videos can be viewed
on the accused’s Instagram account using the following links: Video 1 and Video 2.

The license plate number of the motorcycle used to commit the above-mentioned act is BR 22 BJ 9232 (Annexure

1). The vehicle is registered in the Bettiah Reglonal Transport Office of Bihar. This makes it clear that the accused
is a resident of Bettiah, West Champaran District.

As you may know, Section 9 of the WPA prohibits hunting of a protected wild animal or captive animal. Section
2(16) of the WPA defihes *hunting” and includes killing, injuring, trapping, capturing or even attempting to do so.

—



As per Section 39(1) of the WPA, all wild animals hunted and the meat derived from any wild animal are the
property of the State government, and as pet gection 39(3), no person, without the previous permission in writing
of the Chiel Wildlife Warden or the authorised officer, can acquire or keep in his possession, custady, control,
destroy or damage any wild animal,

section 50 of the WPA empowers forest officers and police officers not below the rank of Sub Inspector to seize
any captive of wild animal in respect of which an offence under the act is commtted.

By injuring and killing a wild animal protected under Schedule | of the WPA, 1972, the accused are in clear
violation of various provisions of the WPA, 1972, listed hereinabove and are liable to be punished under Section
51 of the WPA, 1972, which stipulates a jail term of at least three years which may extend to Seven years and
fine of at least %25,000.

In light of the legal implications surrounding this case, We urge that this matter be treated urgently. We implore
you to promptly register 3 preliminary offence report, wildlife offence report, o forest offence report against all
accused involved in this heinous crime under Sections 9, 39,and 51 of the WPA, 1972, along with any other
relevant legal provisions that may apply.

We recommend that comprehensive efforts be made to locate the accused using the vehicle license plate
number provided. Should the need arise, we request that police assistance be sought to locate and properly
identify the accused, ensuring appropriate legal action can be pursued.

Additionally, we urge you to take immediate steps to determine whether the wild animal in question is alive or
deceased. It1s crucial for the forest division to check if the accused persons involved possess any ather protected
wildlife. 1f additional animals are found, they should be rescued immediately, rehabilitated at a reputable rescue
center, of released into thelr natu ral habitat aftera medical examination.

1 look forward to your action and response. Thank you in advance for your attention to this important
matter, Please do update us regarding the action taken in this regard.

| may be contacted at irathee@petaindia.org Of at 9958832954,

PeTA:

Thanks & Regards,

Ishani Rathee

Cruelty Response Coordinator

PETA India

Subscribe E-news | YouTube | Instogam | X (Former)y Twiter)
Join us on Faceboagk in Hindi | in Epglish
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