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Shri Pramendra Dobhal, 1PS

Senior Superintendent of Police, Haridwar
Office Roshnabad Haridwar,
Haridwar — 249 403

wivs R oS S
S oWy
07 April 2025

Subject: Complaint to register a F
Proprietors of the Asiad Circus for

irst Information Report (FIR) against
of mutilated birds for violation of

mutilating birds and request for seizure
animal protection laws

Dear Shri Dobhal a,

I'm writing on behalf of People for The Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
India, the country's best-known anima] rights organisation, and in my
as an Honorary Anima] Welfare Representative of the Animal Wel
of India (AWB]

), a Statutory body under the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dajyv; ndia i

025, which is
Cantonment, Roorkee
rcus is using non-native

247 667. Asiad Cj

1. Freedom from hunger, thirst and malnutrition - -
2. Freedom from fear and distress
3.

Freedom from Physical and thermal discomfort
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4. Freedom from pain, injury and discase '
5. Freedom to express the normal pattern of behaviour

Itis important 1o note that for birds, l.hc 'nl\ilily o l!y high in the skies isa
fundamental and natural behaviour, (‘,hppmg.lhcl.r wings r?rcvcnts them from
expressing this innate behaviour, lhcm‘by VI()'EI(II}L', the lrccd()‘rp ‘t() express
normal patterns of behaviour—and causing them distress and suffering,

Photographs showing the clipped wings are attached ag Annexure |, S.cction 3

of the PCA Act, 1960 makes it the duty of persons having charge of animals to

ensure that animals under their ownership or care are not subjected to
unnecessary pain or suffering, Clipping feathers also violates Section | 1(1)(1)
of the PCA Act. 1960 that states itis cruelty to animals if any person “mutilates
any amimal or kills any animal (including stray dogs) by using the method of
strychnine injections in the heart or in any other unnecessarily cruel manner.”

Most significantly, the circus is clearly and blatantly violating the provisions of

the BNS, 2023. To prevent the birds from flying away, the feathers of all the
birds performing in the act are cut. They are being clipped regularly, leading to

a severe violation of Section 325 of the BNS, 2023, which states, “Whoever
commits mischief by killing, Poisoning, maiming or rendering useless any
animal shall be punished with imprison

which may extend to five years
The term “animal” ig defi
an animal meang “any living creature
includes birds.

Furthermore, acts done in furtherance of common intention b

are an offence under Section 3(5) of the BNS, 2023. The owner/custodian of

the birds and the circus management are therefore both liable under Sections
325 read with 3(5) of the BNS, 2023 collectively.

Y several persons

It is pertinent 1o note that in the Judgment of the Hon'ble Kerala High Court
(Annexure II), the court underscored that in matters concerning welfare
legislation, the provisions of the law must be liberally interpreted in favour of
animals, who are inherently vulnerable and incapable of defending themselves

adherence to the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Care and Maintenance

of Case Property Animals) Rules, 2017, to ensure appropriate standards of
care for seized animals.
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We'd also like to bring to your attention the judgment dated 7 May 2014 pa§sed
by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in SLP(C) No ll68§ of 2007 titled
‘Animal Welfare Board of India versus A. Nagaraja’ wherein the Supreme
Court has held that it's the duty of the government to enforce the PC:.‘\ Act,
1960, and that if the provisions of the act and the directions and declarations of
the Supreme Court are

ot properly and effectively complied with, the
government should see that disciplinary action is t

aken against erring officers
so that the object and the purpose of the act can be achieved.,

This Tetter includes a pen drive containing photos and videos shot on 06 April
2025, evidencing the violations regarding animal performances and clipping of
feathers amounting to maiming,

of Section 35
Y 10 assist with the rehabilitation of the
seized birds,
Should you have any questions, I can be reached on
Vsingtl

(@petaindia.or

9324938164 or at
Sincerely,

e

Virendra Singh

Cruelty Response Coordinator — PETA India
H

onorary Animal Welfare Representative — AWBI, Government of India
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