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[ am writing on behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) India and our more than 1.5 million members and supporters. We
laud your leadership and the efforts of the government to find treatments
for COVID-19 that are based on human biology and whose development
can avoid the use of inaccurate and inefficient tests on animals. We
humbly ask that you further prioritise and invest in modern scientific
research and policies for developing humane, human-derived
therapeutics, such as convalescent plasma treatment and the use of
recombinant human antibodies.

Human-Derived Treatments

In light of promising preliminary data, the US Food and Drug
Administration is expediting access to human-derived convalescent
plasma, even in advance of human clinical trials. Furthermore, the Indian
Council of Medical Research has invited applications from government-
run hospitals and centres to participate in an open randomised trial to
assess the safety and efficacy of using convalescent plasma.

The basic principle behind the convalescent plasma approach is that
serum donated by patients who have fully recovered from COVID-19!
can be used to treat infected patients. A similar approach? has been used
previously to develop other antibody-based therapies.’* It is evident that
convalescent plasma is a valuable treatment option that can be used in the
immediate future,® while other human-relevant treatments for COVID-19
can be developed in the longer term.

The therapeutic antibodies that make convalescent plasma such an

effective treatment can be produced on an industrial scale using existing A
methods, which would help ensure that cases of COVID-19 could be  PETA Asia
treated without the continual need to obtain convalescent plasma from * PETA Australia
human volunteers. One of these methods — phage display — creates *PETA Foundefion ()

. . . . . * PETA France
recombinant human antibodies using cultured cells. Several recombinant ot o
. . . * PEIA Germany
antibodies® are already on the market, and many more are being S PETA Netherlonds
developed.’ * PETA US
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Ineffective Toxicity Tests on Animals

The current pandemic presents an opportunity to set new and improved
standards for testing the safety and efficacy of new therapeutics. Recent
actions by regulatory agencies and governing bodies in India and around
the world have shown that regulations requiring extensive animal testing
before human clinical trials are unnecessary barriers to introducing
lifesaving drugs. More than 95% of drugs that pass the currently required
animal tests ultimately fail in humans, which exemplifies the need for
more human-relevant approaches to ensuring that new drugs are safe and
effective.®

As mentioned above, we appreciate the government's efforts to control
COVID-19 by developing human-derived treatments and introducing
improved standards for demonstrating the safety and relevance to humans
of these drugs without necessarily relying on ineffective animal tests. We
ask that you prioritise investment in modern, non-animal scientific
research and update policies and regulations to facilitate the development
of humane, human-derived therapeutics for treating COVID-19 and other
diseases which would allow for prompt action in the future. To help
achieve this goal, we have attached for your consideration a detailed plan
of action with strategic priorities for modernising research and testing in
India. The report can be accessed from here.

| respectfully request that your good office appoint the relevant officers
from the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and the Ministry of
Science & Technology to schedule a teleconference with me to discuss
this important issue. | can be contacted on +91 8800897382 or at
DiptiK@petaindia.org. I look forward to hearing from you.

Kind regards,

Dipti M Kapoor, PhD
Science Policy Adviser

Annexures:
» Research Modernisation Deal with strategic priorities for modernising
research and testing in India
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https://cdsco.gov.in/opencms/opencms/system/modules/CDSCO.WEB/elements/download_file_division.jsp?num_id=NTc2OQ==
https://cdsco.gov.in/opencms/opencms/system/modules/CDSCO.WEB/elements/download_file_division.jsp?num_id=NTc2OQ==
https://cdsco.gov.in/opencms/opencms/system/modules/CDSCO.WEB/elements/download_file_division.jsp?num_id=NTc2OQ==
https://www.petaindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Final_2020-05-19-RMD-India.pdf
https://www.petaindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Final_2020-05-19-RMD-India.pdf
https://www.petaindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Final_2020-05-19-RMD-India.pdf
https://www.petaindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Final_2020-05-19-RMD-India.pdf

* Notice from the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation
encouraging the development of research and a vaccine to prevent
COVID-19
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