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Ineffective Toxicity Tests on Animals  

The current pandemic presents an opportunity to set new and improved 

standards for testing the safety and efficacy of new therapeutics. Recent 

actions by regulatory agencies and governing bodies in India and around 

the world have shown that regulations requiring extensive animal testing 

before human clinical trials are unnecessary barriers to introducing 

lifesaving drugs. More than 95% of drugs that pass the currently required 

animal tests ultimately fail in humans, which exemplifies the need for 

more human-relevant approaches to ensuring that new drugs are safe and 

effective.8  

  

As mentioned above, we appreciate the government's efforts to control 

COVID-19 by developing human-derived treatments and introducing 

improved standards for demonstrating the safety and relevance to humans 

of these drugs without necessarily relying on ineffective animal tests. We 

ask that you prioritise investment in modern, non-animal scientific 

research and update policies and regulations to facilitate the development 

of humane, human-derived therapeutics for treating COVID-19 and other 

diseases which would allow for prompt action in the future. To help 

achieve this goal, we have attached for your consideration a detailed plan 

of action with strategic priorities for modernising research and testing in 

India. The report can be accessed from here.   

  

I respectfully request that your good office appoint the relevant officers 

from the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and the Ministry of 

Science & Technology to schedule a teleconference with me to discuss 

this important issue. I can be contacted on +91 8800897382 or at 

DiptiK@petaindia.org. I look forward to hearing from you.  

  

Kind regards,  

  
Dipti M Kapoor, PhD   

Science Policy Adviser   

  

Annexures:   

• Research Modernisation Deal with strategic priorities for modernising 

research and testing in India  

https://cdsco.gov.in/opencms/opencms/system/modules/CDSCO.WEB/elements/download_file_division.jsp?num_id=NTc2OQ==
https://cdsco.gov.in/opencms/opencms/system/modules/CDSCO.WEB/elements/download_file_division.jsp?num_id=NTc2OQ==
https://cdsco.gov.in/opencms/opencms/system/modules/CDSCO.WEB/elements/download_file_division.jsp?num_id=NTc2OQ==
https://www.petaindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Final_2020-05-19-RMD-India.pdf
https://www.petaindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Final_2020-05-19-RMD-India.pdf
https://www.petaindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Final_2020-05-19-RMD-India.pdf
https://www.petaindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Final_2020-05-19-RMD-India.pdf
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• Notice from the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation 

encouraging the development of research and a vaccine to prevent  

COVID-19 
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