Harshil Maheshwari

From: Dr. Manilal Valliyate

Sent: 20 April 2020 11:26

To: dirveterinary@mp.gov.in

Cc: cmdwz.indore@gmail.com

Subject: A Y= H TFUTeH (ga)) SAIAIAD! GRT 31aifsd Ioi &I AR & HR 3R 3HdY !

TR Ufdey T 3R AWBI T 3 el gR1 Fuffid fafy &1 srafafid o & deiy o
I

Attachments: Annexure 1 Order of AHD UP (Hindi and English).pdf; Annexure 2 Maharashtra AHD
order (Marathi and english).pdf; Annexure 3 PETA_India_Investigation Report_chicks.pdf;
Annexure 4 Section 11 of PCA.pdf; Annexure 5 Law Commission Report.pdf; Annexure 6
AWBI advisory dated 09 03 2012.pdf; Annexure 7 Draft Egg Laying Hens rules.pdf;
Annexure 8 Article 7.6.14 of OIE.pdf; Annexure 9 The Swiss Parliament decision
(English).pdf
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From: Dr. Manilal Valliyate <ManilalV@petaindia.org>

Sent: 15 April 2020 17:09

To: dirveterinary@mp.gov.in

Cc: cmdwz.indore@gmail.com

Subject: Request for a ban on cruel and illegal methods for killing unwanted chicks by poultry hatcheries in Madhya
Pradesh and the implementation of method prescribed by the AWBI and other bodies

Dear Sir/ Madam,

I'm writing from People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) India on behalf of our 1.5 million
members and supporters, requesting that you immediately issue directions to all poultry hatcheries in Madhya
Pradesh to ban all cruel and illegal methods of killing unwanted chicks. In addition, please direct the hatcheries
to use an inert gas method for this purpose instead, as recommended by the Animal Welfare Board of India
(AWBI), the Law Commission of India (LCI), and Article 7.6.14 of the guidelines issued by the World
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE).

Recently, following our appeal, the Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra animal husbandry departments
issued orders for a complete prohibition on cruel and illegal practices for killing chicks in hatcheries and for
adopting method recommended by the AWBI for killing unwanted chicks. (Copies of these orders are appended
as Annexures 1 and 2.)

As you may know, millions of male chicks (since they can't lay eggs) and chicks who are deformed, sick, or
"low grade" are considered useless by the poultry industries and killed via various illegal and cruel methods,
which include drowning, burning, crushing, grinding, or suffocating them or even transporting them to be eaten
alive at fish farms. Some chicks who have been dyed with chemicals and distributed or sold in villages to
children also typically die soon from the paint, neglect, or other reasons. A report on common methods used to
kill chicks by major firms in India is appended as Annexure 3. The link to the video footage depicting cruelty
on chicks can be accessed at https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFJPWknSEtk.

It should be noted that such illegal and cruel methods of killing unwanted chicks violate Section 11 of The
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (PCA Act), and are punishable under this Act. (A copy of
Section 11 of the PCA Act is appended as Annexure 4.)

As per the Basic Animal Husbandry Statistics 2019 released by the Department of Animal Husbandry &
Dairying under the Ministry of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, Madhya Pradesh produced
21431.92 lakhs eggs from 2018 to 2019. Hence, it especially imperative that the hatcheries in your state be
immediately directed to ban any use of illegal and cruel practices for killing unwanted chicks.

In July 2017, the LCI released its 269™ report, titled "Transportation and House-Keeping of Egg-Laying Hens
(Layers) and Broiler Chickens", wherein the cruel killing of male baby chicks in the poultry industry was
acknowledged. Rule 16 of the draft Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Egg Laying Hens) Rules, 2017, states,
"The hatcheries shall use animal euthanasia to euthanize male chicks using a [combination] of inert gases by
the method of controlled atmospheric killing." A copy of the report is appended as Annexure 5.
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In 2012, the AWBI issued an advisory concerning the culling of birds for disease control purposes. It supported
the use of nitrogen and inert gas method, because they cause the least amount of pain and result in less overall
suffering. (A copy of the advisory is appended as Annexure 6.)

On 29 April 2019, the Government of India's Ministry of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries issued a
draft notification, the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Egg Laying Hens) Rules, 2019 ("Draft Egg Laying
Hens Rules"). Rule 12 mandates that hatcheries must use the procedures for the euthanasia of male chicks
prescribed in the OIE guidelines. A copy of the Draft Egg Laying Hens Rules is appended as Annexure 7.

Article 7.6.14 of Chapter 7.6 of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code issued by the OIE prescribes the use of
nitrogen and inert gases for killing poultry, which is also recommended by the AWBI and the LCI. India is a
member of the OIE, so this method should be adopted to euthanise unwanted chicks in the state. The relevant
extract from the OIE guidelines is appended as Annexure 8.

France, Switzerland, and Germany (which has invested 5 million euros in sex-determination technology) have
all taken steps towards ending the shredding of live male chicks. (A copy of the decision by the Federal
Assembly of Switzerland to ban the shredding of chicks is appended as Annexure 9.) Sex-determination
technology — which was developed abroad and will be commercially available soon — would allow eggs with
male embryos to be destroyed at an early stage of development and spare live chicks a horrific death.

In light of the above, I urge you to issue the following directions immediately:

1. Ban all illegal and cruel methods of killing unwanted chicks by poultry hatcheries in the state and adopt the
method prescribed under Article 7.6.14 of the OIE guidelines, which are also recommended by the AWBI
and the LCL

2. Prohibit the practice of killing day-old male chicks and adopt in ovo sex-determination technology once it's
commercially available.

I hope to hear from you soon. Thank you for your time and consideration of this important matter. I can be
reached at ManilalV(@petaindia.org or on +91 9910817382.

Yours sincerely,
Dr Manilal Valliyate, CEO
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