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ANIMAL WELFARE BOARD OF INDIA

(Ministry of Environment and Forests, Govt. of india)
(TR Gd 79 e, YRG GRER)

MAJ. GEN. (Retd.) Dr. R. M. KHARB, AVSM
CHAIRMAN
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Sub: Utilization of most humane methods available during culling operation for
disease control

9, C!? March, 2012

Animal Welfare Board of India is a statutory body of Government of India
constituted under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animal Act, 1960. At present, the AWBI is
working under the aegis of Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of india.

As you are aware the World Organization for Animal Heaith (OIE), of which India is
member, is the intergovernmental authority responsible for improving animal health
worldwide. Bringing together expertise from veterinary practitioners around the world, The
OIE has developed standards and procedures for the culling of animals during disease
control operations.

The approved methods are presented in chapter 7.6 of the Terrestrial Animal Health
guide: www.oie.int/index php?id=169&L =0&htmfile=chapitre 1.7.6.him.

It is requested that the guidelines be followed in order to ensure that animals do not
experience excessive distress, pain or suffering.

AWBI supports the use of nitrogen and/or inert gases or barbiturate injection as first
choices, as these methods cause least amount of pain and result in less overall suffering.

Please direct all animal husbandry departments in the States to ensure that all
culling operations for disease control are conducted in adherence to the above referred
OIE standards and procedures for the culling of animals during disease control operations.

o Byd"ﬂﬁautg

Mr. Amarjeet Singh Nanda, IAS

The Animal Husbandry Commissioner,
Dept. of Animal Husbandry & Dairying,
Govt. of India,

Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi — 110 001.
Ph: 011-23384146, Fax: 011-23382192

Yours Sincerely

(Dr. R.M. KKarb)
Maj. Gen. (Retd.), AVSM
Chairman, AWBI

Post Box No. 8672, 13/1, Third Seaward Road, Valmiki Nagar, Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai - 600 041.
E-mail : rmkawbi@yahoo.co.in / awbi@md3.vsnl.net.in Website : www.awbi.crg

Camp Office : 3767, Sector -
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No. 9-2/2014-15/PCA _ 27.11.2014

Mr. Subrata Biswas

Principal Secretary

Department of Animal Husbandry
Room no 388

Manin Building

Secretariat
Thiruvananthapuraln 695033
Email: apc.aqrid :

Dr. V Brahmanadan

Director

Directorate of Animal Husbandry
Vikas Bhavan
Thiruvananthapuram 695033
Kerala, India

Email: direc

Sir,
Sub: Mass culling of avian birds in Kerala — Request to follow
guidelines to ensure humane culling of birds - Reg

The Animal Welfare Board of india (AWBI) is a statutory body operating
under the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change and
established under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act, 1860.
The governmental mandate of the AWBI is to promote animal welfare
and to protect animals from being subjected to unnecessary pain and
suffering.

The article published in The Hindu news daily dated 26 November 2014,
at Thiruvananthapuram stated that 150,000 birds, including ducks and
poultry will be burnt to death by using kerosene. The news report is
enclosed. There is also a shocking video being viral on the internet
where a live duck is set on fire and struggling for life and the link is:

hitps.//iwww.facebook.com/video.php?v=7456620721690428&set=vb.179
536112114977 &type=28&theater

The killing of birds in this manner would be in direct violation of Section
11 of the PCA Act 1960. So as to ensure that the PCA Act 1960 is not
violated and a humane method of culling is adopted as per the ‘Action
Plan of Animal Husbandry for Preparedness, Control and Containment
of Avian Influenza’ issued by Department of Animal Husbandry Dairying
and Fisheries (DADF), Government of India, | am directed to request the
Kerala State Animal Husbandry Department to issue a directive to the
veterinary teams involved in the culling operation to adhere to these
norms and ensure that it is scrupulously complied with.

QoSa
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The action plan states that birds should be anaesthetized with Sodium
Phencbarbital, mixed with water (80 mg of Sedium Phenobarbital in 55
ml water) 4 hours prior to culling operations. Once the anaesthetized
birds are culled by cervical dislocation, they should be packed in bags
and disposal done in identified sites within infected farm premises.

india is a member of World Organization for Animal Heaith (OIE) and the
detailed guidelines to ensure welfare of animals until they are dead,
while killing them for disease control purpose is also enclosed for your

irformation and action.
Yours faithfully,
(S. VINOD KUMAAR)
Secretary lic

Encl. as above.




